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Outline 

ÅWhat is this about? 

ÅBrief history and institutional context of land ownership in Mexico. 

ÅWhy create a National Public Lands Trust for Conservation. 

ÅUsing GIS for systematic conservation planning: 

ü Data 

ü Cartographic models 

 

ÅNext Steps 

 

 



About the project 

ÅInitiative presented to the Ministry of the Environment (SEMARNAT) 
and the National Commission of Protected Areas (CONANP) in 2014. 

 

 

ÅObjective Ą Creation of a National Public Lands Trust in Mexico 

Å1st phase of project completed in 2015: technical and theoretical 
justifications and viability studies. 

ÅPart of my doctoral dissertation project 

ÅToday I will cover some aspects of how are we planning to use GIS for 
systematic conservation planning. 



Land Reform and Distribution in Mexico 

Data: INEGI historic archives 



Land Reform and Distribution in Mexico 

Data: INEGI historic archives 

2nd Land Reform 



Land Reform and Distribution in Mexico 

Data: INEGI, 2014. 



Land Reform and Distribution in Mexico 

Data: INEGI, 2014. 



Why buy land for conservation? 

ÅOnly ~ 18% of Mexicós protected areas (PA) exist under public land 
ownership. 

ÅThe portfolio of conservation instruments is limited, relying mostly on 
stewardship agreements with landowners. 

ÅEvery year is more difficult to negotiate PA decrees. 

ÅThe supply of conservation as a public good is almost entirely 
dominated by private entities and thus is suboptimal. 

ÅPAs does not seem to be providing poverty reduction benefits. 

ÅLack of Access to the majority of Mexican citizens and internationals. 

 

 



Why create a National Conservation Land 
Trust? 

ÅEconomic, Demographic, and 
Forest Transitions 
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2nd Land Reform 

Ejido Structure 

Why create a National Conservation Land 
Trust? 


