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History of Whooping Crane Populations  

ÅUncommon 

wetland bird  

 

ÅMigratory and             

non -migratory 

populations  

 

ÅPopulation 

decline due to 

habitat loss, 

hunting, and 

collection  

 

ÅRecovery efforts  
 

 



Reintroduced Eastern Migratory 

Population (EMP): 2001 - 2016 

Images courtesy of International Crane Foundation 



Reintroduced Eastern Migratory 

Population (EMP): 2001 - 2016 

ÅCurrently 102 individuals  

 

ÅSuccessfully breeding but 

not yet self -sustaining 

population  

ÅNest abandonments  

ÅChick mortality  

ÅEnergetics?  

 



Aransas -Wood Buffalo Population  

Wintering Grounds  

Image courtesy of International Crane Foundation 

Image courtesy of USFWS ï Aransas NWR 

Coastal Texas  Blue Crabs  

Salt marsh habitat  



EMP: Wintering Grounds  

ÅExpanding winter 

distribution  

 

ÅUse of agricultural 

habitats  

 

ÅNon -territorial  



Objectives  

ÅQuantify daily movement 

on the wintering grounds  
ÅHome range sizes  

ÅDistances moved  

ÅTiming of movements  

 

ÅIdentify local scale 

habitat characteristics  
ÅLand cover types  

ÅWater depth  

ÅVegetation height  

ÅDistance to development  

ÅProtected area status  



Methods ð Field data  

Å2015 season  

Å20 groups of cranes  

Å6 states  

Å29 Dec 2014 ð  

1 Feb 2015 

Å2016 season  

Å23 groups of cranes  

Å8 states  

Å2 Jan 2016 ð  

  12 Feb 2016 
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Methods ð Field data  

ÅRadio telemetry and observations  

ÅOne full day per group  

ÅData point every 30 minutes  

ÅLocation, behavior, habitat data  
ÅGeneral and specific habitat type  

ÅVegetation height  

ÅWater depth  

ÅRandom points to compare to used locations 

with logistic regression  

 


